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Broseley Town Council 

Strategic Plan 2020 – 2023 
 

Introduction 
The parish of Broseley in Shropshire covers 3,272 hectares with an estimated population of 5,600 (ONS 2015).  
Broseley is a small town in a semi-rural settlement bounded by fields to the east and south.  Jackfield lies on 
the southern bank of the River Severn and borders the neighbouring parish of Ironbridge which is part of 
Telford & Wrekin Unitary Authority. 
 
In 1086 a settlement known as Bosle was listed in the Domesday Book, later becoming part of the Borough of 
Wenlock until 1966 when it lost its Borough status and Broseley had its own administration. 
 
Benthall valley lies in the west of the parish and leads to the famous Iron Bridge at Ironbridge.  The Broseley 
Wood area is to the west of the town.  The town centre offers a variety of goods and services, including health 
provision, as well as the Memorial Green and the Victoria Hall (1867) where members of the community come 
together. 
 
Broseley is a place of special historic interest and has a strong connection with the development of the 
Industrial Revolution.  John “Iron-Mad” Wilkinson (1728-1808) who built the first iron boat and was a partner 
in building the world’s first iron bridge, bought The Lawns in Church Street in 1763. Broseley Pipe Museum is a 
visitor attraction that was still making clay pipes until 1957.  Indeed, Broseley pipes were celebrated as being 
the very best as Broseley was once a manufacturing centre of clay tobacco pipes.  Adjacent to the Pipe 
Museum is the resting place of the Quaker, Abraham Darby 1 (1678 – 1717) who is buried in what was once a 
Quaker burial ground.  He was an English Quaker who played an important role in the Industrial Revolution. 
 
During the 17th Century Broseley had close links with Coalbrookdale on the other side of the River Severn.  In 
1779 Broseley and Coalbrookdale were linked by the famous Iron Bridge which led to the town of Ironbridge, 
now part of a World Heritage Site. 
 
Now in the 21st Century Broseley includes a number of distinct settlements which include: 

 Jackfield 
 Broseley Wood 
 The Tileries 

 
Broseley’s links to the past are remembered by its numerous Jitties which are: 
 

 Pughs Jitty  Maidens Jitty 

 Maypole Jitty  Bradleys Bank 

 Goughs Jitty  Crews Park 

 Simmonds Jitty  Mission Jitty 

 Carters Jitty  Gittings Jitty 

 Jews Jitty  Ferny Bank 

 Balls Jitty  Lloyds Jitty 

 Ding-Dong Steps  Plants Jitty 

 Boss Well Bank  Coopers Jitty 

 
These Jitties are maintained by the Town Council. 
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Purpose 
The purpose of this Strategic Plan is to assist the Town Council to make key decisions that will help it to realise 
its aims and objectives, how it will achieve them, the timescale, and the budget required over a three-year 
period. These planned activities will also form the basis for setting future budgets. 
 
This Plan is a strategic guideline from which the Council will deliver local services within a planned budget and 
timeframe.  It is a ‘live’ document that will evolve in accordance with the needs and aspirations of the local 
community and will be monitored to track progress and updated accordingly. 
 
This Strategic Plan will be used in conjunction with the Neighbourhood Development Plan for Broseley. 
  

Vision for Broseley 
“Our vision is to promote tourism within our town and for a Broseley that is economically viable, a safe place to 
live and one that supports a vibrant community in which every resident plays a part.  We want to work with 
residents to preserve the Town’s existing historical and semi-rural character while embracing the 
opportunities of the 21st Century”. (Neighbourhood Development Plan for Broseley 2020-2026) 
 

Community Involvement in the Strategic Plan process 
To ensure that this Strategic Plan adequately represents the opinions and aspirations of our local community 
we will listen to their opinions and these will help to shape how the Plan evolves. 
 

Monitoring the Strategic Plan 
This Strategic Plan will be updated on a regular basis, at least annually, so that progress can be monitored.  
Where the aims and objectives of this Plan are impeded the Council will work with partners to alleviate 
barriers. 
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Theme 1 

Town Council Governance 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To improve communications 
between the Town Council and 
the local community. 

To communicate the Council’s 
activities in an open and transparent 
manner. 

 Publish an Annual Report. 
 Publish regular newsletters. 
 Ensure notices are placed on notice boards throughout 

the parish. 
 Keep notice boards well maintained. 
 Keep the website updated. 
 Share information with the local press. 
 Hold regular Council surgeries. 

Annually 
Quarterly 
Ongoing 

 
Annually 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 

Fortnightly 

 

Maintain effectiveness of Town 
Council. 

To ensure that Town Councillors and 
employees are sufficiently adept in 
understanding how to best serve the 
local community. 

 Review the training needs of Councillors and employees. 
 Regularly review employee performance. 
 Work towards achieving the basic level of the Local 

Council Award Scheme standards. 
 Review the performance of the Town Council by 

monitoring achievements in its Strategic Plan. 

Ongoing 
Annually 
Ongoing 

 
Annually 

 

Deliver services in a cost-efficient 
manner. 

To ensure that best value is 
fundamental in delivering local 
services. 

 Monitor expenditure against budget. 
 Ensure that financial transactions are carried out in 

accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 Publish financial information on the Council’s website. 

Monthly 
Ongoing 

 
Monthly 

Nil 
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Theme 2 

Leisure and Community 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To support community facilities. To ensure that community facilities 
within the parish are available for 
use to facilitate social cohesion and 
promote social capital. 

 Ensure that sufficient funding for grant aid is allocated in 
the Council’s budget. 

 Maintain Town Council representation on Management 
Committees. 

Ongoing 
 

Annually 

 

To support local community groups 
to achieve their ambitions. 

To ensure that adequate support is 
available to maintain their aims and 
objectives. 

Provide funding/resources. Ongoing   

Acknowledge the good work 
carried out within the community. 

To recognise the work carried out by 
groups and individuals on a 
voluntary basis. 

To continue with the annual Citizen of the Year Award. Annually £100 

To maintain/provide places for 
sport and recreation. 

To assist with the health and well-
being of community members. 

Continue to assist with the support and maintenance of: 
 Guest Road play area. 
 Birchmeadow Park and MUGA. 
 The Birchmeadow Centre. 
 Support the annual Playscheme. 

Ongoing  
 

£18,730 
 

£2,000 

To maintain library services in 
Broseley.  

To aid learning and promote 
community cohesion via facilities 
including: 
 A wide range of fiction and non-

fiction books, including audio 
and video. 

 Study space. 
 Meeting rooms. 
 IT facilities including scanning 

and copying. 
 Baby changing facilities and 

disabled access. 

Re-negotiate the Service Level Agreement (SLA) with 
Shropshire Council. 

Ongoing  ??? 
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Theme 3 

Environment 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To maintain to a good standard of 
green spaces within the parish. 

To ensure that land in the Council’s 
care can be enjoyed. 

Provide regular maintenance to: 
 Land at Calcutts Road 
 Land at Church Road, Jackfield 
 Land at Maypole Green, Woodlands Road 
 The Jitties 

Ongoing £2,000 

To provide low energy street 
lighting  

To ensure public spaces are 
adequately lit during darkness. 

Replace old lanterns with energy efficient LEDs. 2 years Current 
costs 

£17,500 

To provide and maintain CCTV. 
 

To help reduce crime and the fear 
of crime so that people feel safer 
and better protected. 

 Maintain CCTV in good order and upgrade if necessary. 
 Promote police contact information via the Town 

Council’s website, notice boards and newsletters. 
 Work with the police and other services to raise 

awareness of crime reduction initiatives/schemes. 
 Share local intelligence concerning crime and safety with 

the police. 
 Support Neighbourhood Watch Schemes. 

Ongoing  
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Theme 4 

Property 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

CEMETERY AND CHAPEL 
To continue to provide adequate 
burial space and a well-maintained 
facility. 

 
To ensure that parishioners can be 
buried within the parish and where 
visitors can enjoy a quiet and 
peaceful place in a pleasant 
environment. 

 
 Ensure adequate maintenance of the cemetery and 

chapel and that equipment is adequate for required 
tasks. 

 Ensure health and safety regulations are adhered to and 
regular risk assessments are carried out. 

 Review cemetery fees. 
 Ensure that the cemetery plan and burial records are 

kept up to date. 
 Produce a comprehensive cemetery maintenance plan. 

 
Ongoing 

 
 

Ongoing 
 

Annually 
Ongoing 

 
6 months 

 
£11,200 

MEMORIAL GREEN AND WAR 
MEMORIAL 
To maintain the grounds and the 
Memorial.  The Memorial is Grade 
II Listed and made from Cornish 
granite. 

 
 
To ensure that the grounds and the 
Memorial are well maintained for 
the enjoyment of visitors. 

 
 
 Maintain grounds and planting in good order. 
 Carry out tree inspections as required. 
 Oversee the annual Remembrance Service. 
 Keep in good order and protect the War Memorial. 

 
 

Weekly 
4 yearly 
Annually 
Ongoing  

 

PUBLIC TOILETS 
To provide facilities for visitors to 
the town. 

 
To ensure that visitors to the town 
have toilet and baby changing 
facilities.  

 
Keep maintenance contract under review and ensure the 
facility is well maintained in good working order. 

 
Within 6 
months 

 
£7,750 

BIRCHMEADOW CENTRE 
To provide a place where people 
can meet for social occasions. 

 
To promote social cohesion. 

 
 Ensure that a Town Councillor represents the Town 

Council on the Management Committee. 
 Ensure sufficient funds are available in the budget to 

maintain the Centre in good order 
 Maintain good communication between the Town 

Council and the Management Committee. 

 
Annually  

 
Annually 

 
Ongoing  

 
 
 

£8,750 
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

BUS SHELTER 
To enhance public transport 
services. 

 
To offer shelter from the weather 
and provide bus timetable 
information. 

 
Ensure the bus shelter is kept clean and tidy. 

 
Weekly 

 
Included in 

wages 
costs 

LIBRARY BUILDING AND CAR PARK 
To provide an office for the Town 
Council’s administration, visitor 
parking, library services and 
community facilities. 

 
To be used as a base for the Town 
Council and to provide community 
facilities including learning. 

 
To include sufficient funds in the budget for continued 
service provision and building maintenance. 

 
Annually 
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Theme 5 

Heritage and Tourism 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To protect Broseley and its 
hinterland. 

To ensure the locality can be 
enjoyed by those who live and 
work in the community as well as 
visitors. 

 Work with partners/stakeholders to preserve and 
enhance the local landscape. 

 Plant native trees and shrubs to protect wildlife and 
encourage new species. 

 Help to maintain access to the countryside. 

Ongoing   

Preserve and enhance the 
gateways to the town. 

To make Broseley an attractive 
place for the local community 
including visitors. 

 Work with Broseley in Bloom to provide flowers and 
plants at each gateway to the town. 

 Install new signage and tourist information boards. 

Annually £1,500 
 

?? 

To maintain the Memorial Green 
and the War Memorial.   

 To provide a place where 
people can show their respects 
for those who lost their lives at 
war. 

 The War Memorial is Grade II 
Listed and is a visitor 
attraction. 

 Ensure adequate funding is included in the budget. 
 
 Ensure the grounds are well maintained. 

 
 

 Promote the Memorial Green as a visitor attraction. 
 Upgrade signage. 

Annually 
Weekly 

 
 

Included in 
wages 
costs 

Support the Christmas Lights 
Committee in the provision of 
festive lighting for the town. 

To make Broseley attractive to 
visitors and promote tourism 
during the festive season. 

 Work with the Christmas Lights Committee to ensure 
that Broseley has adequate and low energy efficient 
Christmas lighting. 

 Work with partners to provide entertainment during the 
festive season. 

Ongoing 
 
 

Ongoing  

£9,300 

To improve coordination between 
the Town Council and businesses 
within the parish. 

To support economic development 
and the tourism offer. 

Work with and support the local Chamber of Trade. Ongoing   

Promote the Jitties. To encourage walking and promote 
health. 

Ensure the Jitties are kept tidy and well maintained. Weekly Included in 
wages 
costs 
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

 To sustain tourism through the 
promotion of local facilities, 
services, activities and 
landmarks. 

 Create a series of visitor 
itineraries relating to local 
landscapes, villages and 
surrounding countryside. 

To support tourism and promote 
the local heritage. 

 Work with and support local businesses and interested 
groups to promote the visitor experience. 

 Help to create a series of visitor itineraries relating to 
local landscapes, villages and surrounding countryside. 

 Work with the local history group to produce leaflets and 
tour guides of the town and its hinterland. 

 Develop a tourist guide with information about the iron 
sculptures. 

 Work towards installing the old clock and the gun turret 
as visitor attractions. 

12 months ? 
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Theme 6 

Highways and Traffic 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To seek solutions to highways and 
traffic concerns. 

To improve the safety of 
pedestrians and motorists whilst 
negotiating the narrow streets of 
the parish. 

 Report highway maintenance issues to Shropshire 
Council. 

 Seek solutions to reduce/prevent speeding traffic. 
 Investigate the need for restrictions on narrow lanes. 
 Consider the use of CIL monies to fund improvements for 

traffic calming, road signage etc. 
 Support the establishment of community speed watch 

groups. 

Ongoing  Nil 
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Theme 7 

Planning  
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES PURPOSE ACTION TIMESCALE ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUIRED 
£ 

To comment on all key strategic 
planning applications and 
consultations that affect the parish. 

To ensure that the Town Council’s 
comments are taken into 
consideration in the decision-
making process.  

 

 Encourage local residents to participate in strategic 
planning that affects them. 

 Use the Town Council’s website to ensure that 
parishioners are fully informed about all consultation so 
that their views are included in policy development.   

Ongoing  nil 

Ensure Councillors are adept in 
responding to planning matters. 

To ensure that responses to 
planning matters are well 
considered and formulated in line 
with material considerations. 

 Encourage Councillors to attend pertinent training 
courses. 

 All responses should refer to the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan for Broseley. 

Monthly  £2,000 
included in 

2020/21 
budget for 
all training 

topics 
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Budget Implications 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 

 CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE 

 BUDGET 

Theme 1  

Theme TOTAL       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 

 CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE 

 BUDGET 

Theme 2  

Theme TOTAL             

Theme 3  

Theme TOTAL         

Theme 5  

Theme TOTAL       

 
 
 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 

 CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL REVENUE 

 BUDGET 

Theme 6  

Theme TOTAL        

 


